Serum transferrin and ceruloplasmin in patients with cancer of the gastrointestinal and other systems.
Serum transferrin and ceruloplasmin were determined in 20 healthy subjects, 23 patients with cancer of the gastro-intestinal system (G.I.S) and 22 patients with other types of cancer. Serum transferrin in patients with cancer of the G.I.S. was significantly decreased in comparison to that of healthy subjects (p < 0.05) and to that of other cancer patients (p < 0.005), but no significant difference was found between the values of healthy subjects and those with other types of cancer. Serum ceruloplasmin was significantly increased in patients with cancer of the G.I.S. (p < 0.01) and other types (p < 0.05) in comparison to that of healthy subjects. No significant difference was found between patients with cancer of the G.I.S. and those with other cancer types. In conclusion, transferrin was significantly decreased in the serum of patients with cancer of the G.I.S. while ceruloplasmin was significantly increased in both groups of patients with G.I.S. and other types of cancer.